Let me help you put your best foot forward 

Welcome to my online portfolio. I admit this portfolio features the "glamorous" projects more than the "mundane" ones, but whoever saves those? Besides, I've taken care to not put any sensitive company information on this web site, which eliminates many projects, such as charts, spreadsheets and slide presentations. Please click on the links below to explore some of the work I've done. 

Before & After 


Building Morale 

Communicating Clearly 

Creating Excitement 

Designing Catalogs

Enhancing Corporate Image 

Grabbing Attention 

Making PowerPoint Sing 

Managing Multi-leveled Projects 

Saving the Big Bucks 

Selling the Product 

Before & After 

Here are some comparisons of the literature I started with and the result of my redesigning 

Tick Tock Talk April:
Before (.pdf) and After (.pdf) 

Mallard catalog flyer:
Before and After (.pdf
) 

Battery guide:
Before (.pdf) and After (.pdf) 

Movement catalog:
Before (.pdf) and After 

Tools catalog:
Before and After
 
Designing Catalogs 

My responsibilities on the catalog projects: 

Project management Overall look and page design
Most of production
Setting up templates, chapters and files
Indexing
Photo styling and supervision of photo shoot
Photo editing
File management and backup

Tools Catalog
 

Movement Catalog
 

Building Morale 

The assignment was to plan an event to honor two dozen associates who provided 100 referrals--on a budget of $100. My concept to hand out balloon bouquets attached to bags of candy was accepted. 

Referral Celebration 

These invitations to a thank you party were emailed and posted. Cookie Break 2001 (.pdf) and Cookie Break 2002 (.pdf) 

Two examples of the many award certificates I've designed. Award for KU (.pdf) and Trust Certificate (.pdf) 

One of my jobs is to create company signs, like this one announcing time off for good performance. Three months over plan sign (.jpg) and this one noting team performance.  High five sign.ppt
Communicating Clearly 

Newsletter copy I wrote after interviewing the franchise owners and researching cruise brochures and Internet. Cruise Holidays Newsletter Copy (.pdf) 

This article was one of many that I wrote for an eye care provider client. LASIK Article (.jpg) 

Two press releases:. Eagle Scout Press Release (.pdf)  H Cat Press release
For nine years, I was newsletter editor for my sons' Scout Troop. During those nine years, I published the address list and mailing labels, plus created nearly 100 monthly newsletters. Scout Newsletter (.pdf) 

Creating Excitement 

Training Center Grand Opening 

Super Bowl Super Sales Contest 

Online Invitations 

At the culmination or a year long project, rather than just handing out our new tool catalogs, I proposed we do a skit. The Carnac skit was so well-received, that we played JBC Jeopardy at our next catalog launch and Are You Smarter than a Fifth Grader for another catalog. Carnac Skit 1 and 2. Jeopardy Skit 1 and 2. (.jpg) MC Cal for Smarter game.jpg
Enhancing Corporate Image 

Here is an example of one of many newspaper advertisements I have created. Focus on Freedom Ad (.jpg) 

Annual Compendiums are sent to clients and prospects every year. The third year I wrote and managed this project, I was asked to upgrade the graphics.Compendium (.pdf) 

Expanding on copy written by my director, I designed an informative brochure that is used by several areas of the bank. Youth Money Management (.pdf) 

Among the support UMB provides to the AFA is an annual presentation on money management to college-aged conference attendees. Having worked three years with the presenter to design slides and handouts, this shows my design for the latest report cover. AFA Conference Report Cover (.pdf) 


Grabbing Attention 

The Long-Term Insurance group wanted a postcard and coordinating report cover (link) designed for an RFP. The account manager says that my design helped get their business. Association Insurance Postcard (.jpg) 

Instead of sending a dull letter, Long-Term Insurance asked me to design an eye-catching invitation for their ongoing seminars. I suggested a postcard or invitation which could be printed in larger quantities and then customized in batches for each seminar. This division has seen both increased participation and better-quality prospects since mailing these invitations. Long-Term Insurance Invitation (.pdf) 

One of the financial advisors has a talent for entertaining while presenting the quarterly state-of-the-market reports. He asked me to create these slides to provide a backdrop for this fun meeting presentation
. Dating/Portfolio Game slides (.pdf) 

Four years ago, I was the designer for marketing collateral and signs for our school bond issue campaign. The "peer pressure" theme was apt in describing our overcrowded schools, and the signs and postcards helped get the vote in. We needed 57% to pass and 83% of the voters said yes. Peer Pressure Postcard (.jpg) 

I got to practice my Illustrator skills in creating this logo and sign for our school district's recent bond election. Liberty Kids First sign (.pdf) 

I still have my T-shirt from the 2000 Corporate Challenge--not because I participated in any sports, but because I won the T-shirt design contest. T-shirt contest winning design (.jpg) 


(.jpg) 

Trade show booths can be a challenge. Six 3'x4' posters and matching table signs are portable and flexible. Poster (.pgf) 

Making PowerPoint Sing 

The day I discovered I could use Photoshop to design a custom background for PowerPoint was a great one indeed. No longer was I dependent on Microsoft templates or their lame design tools. I could now create personalized looks for the bank's departments and clients. Custom Backgrounds 

"PowerPoint Queen" was my main claim to fame at the bank. Unfortunately, it is difficult to run the slide shows--especially the multimedia presentations--over the Internet. Here are a few abbreviated samples of my presentations, modified to run automatically in your browser. Slide shows 

Notes for presentation given at the Central Exchange in 2002 and 2003 Compelling PowerPoint Notes (.pdf) 

Managing Multi-leveled Projects 

Report System Design and Production 

Interactive Manual on CD 

This lamp project provided an opportunity to work with packaging design as well as coordinating the production. We purchased 12 lamps to see how they were packaged, and then designed the inserts to hold the base and shade. Framelite lamp and box (.jpg) 

This was truly an international project, with the glow-in-the-dark shade printed in England, the lamp base made in Kansas City, and the box printed in Taiwan. It was also an interesting experience in learning about licensing and working with the Disney company. The Little Mermaid lamp with glow-in-the-dark shade was the first of several produced by Hamilton Lamp Corporation. Little Mermaid Lamp (.jpg) 

After a few years of a sponsoring a community curbside recycling program and discovering they had some unused allocated marketing funds, the City of Liberty hired Target Direct Marketing to conduct an awareness campaign. While our graphic designer created the artwork and overall look, I was in charge of creating all the layouts, ordering printing and mailing lists, and fulfillment. My idea to create a refrigerator magnet with Recycling Tips was accepted, and we decided the best method of distribution was to laminate it to a postcard and mail to all residents. We also sent a postcard to residents who had moved in since the initial launch of recycling, put out door hangers, and placed monthly newspaper ads reminding citizens about the weekend drop-off recycling center. Recycling participation increased, and Liberty continued to promote it on a regular basis. Recycling 4 samples (.jpg) 

Two Tool Catalogs are the largest projects I've ever managed. The Product Manager divided the job into thirty functional chapters, which I later combined into 10 combined chapters to make tracking and file management easier. I was in charge of monitoring page building progress, photographs needed, proofreading, progress at the printer, and more. I also designed and built the covers, supporting pages, and indexes. Covers and selected pages (.pdf
) 

Saving the Big Bucks 

I am known for keeping budgetary constraints in mind when developing products and products. The following projects show how I've managed to save both hard and soft costs when reconfiguring existing products. 

Interactive Manual on CD 

Combined brochure 

Tax Savings 

By redesigning the 3.5" x 8.5" 20-page catalog flyer to an 8-page 8.5" x 11" size, the printing costs were reduced from $.37 each to $.20 each. I also reorganized the specifications into easier-to-read tables and added other enhancements. Mallard Catalog flyer (.pdf) 

Selling the Product 

Advertising Flyers 

Company Newsletter Inserts 
This is one of a series of emails sent to franchise owners.  Fast Fix email 6-09.jpg

Advertisement placed in a nation trade magazine JBC Ad Bench Mag PUK 3 9-07.pdf
After purchasing and using a mini ultrasonic cleaner, I was so enthused that I had an idea for a special advertisement. A friend was willing to model a 1950's socialite look, and I built the ad using a photo taken at her home. Mrs. Clean ultrasonic ad (.pdf) 

Advertising Flyers 

Advertising flyers were designed to be used as catalog pages, shipment stuffers and on the Internet. 

Gift bags and tissue (.pdf) 

Nike watches (.pdf) 

Horol new items (.pdf
) 

Borel chains (.pdf) 
Company Newsletter Inserts 

The first year I took over the company advertising newsletter and upgraded it into full-color, full-sized pages, we sent 8-12 pages quarterly. For the alternate months, we sent 2-3 flyers with our statements. Once we tracked nine months of the sales of items advertised in the statement mailings, we increased the newsletter frequency to every other month, encouraged by an increase in sales of $72,000! 

Stuffer- Mallard box (.pdf) 

Stuffer- Guardian earnuts (.pdf) 

Stuffer- Jewelry closeouts (.pdf
) 

Stuffer- PUK welder (.pdf) 
7-09 Stuffers Movements

Stuffer 2-08 Waterproof testers

Stuffer new tweezers

Stuffers heavy sterling jewelrySept2007

Stuffers large sapphire crystals

TTT- Quarterly July 06 (.pdf) 

TTT- Quarterly Oct 06 12 pages (.pdf) 
TTT May 2007

Note the photo on the front cover:  After having the idea, I created the elf hats and lined up the Santa costume.  Later, I edited in several people for better expressions or who missed the initial photo shoot.  12-08 TTT
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